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First Come First Serve 

 

Matt 20: 

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay 
them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  

3 "About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, 'You also go and work in 

my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' 5 So they went… 
"He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did 

the same thing. 6 About the eleventh hour he went out and found still 
others standing around… 

8 "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
'Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last 

ones hired and going on to the first.'  
9 "The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and 

each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired 
first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 

received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble 

against the landowner. 12'These men who were hired last worked only 
one hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have 

borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.'  
 

13 "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to 
you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and 

go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 
15 Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or 

are you envious because I am generous?'  
 

16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last."  
 

 
 

Matt 19 

27 …"We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be 
for us?"  

28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all 
things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have 

followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a 
hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who 

are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.  
 



 

Luke 13  

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he 

made his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a 
few people going to be saved?" 

 
He said to them, 24 "Make every effort to enter through the narrow 

door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 
25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will 

stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.'  
 

"But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.'  
 

26 "Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in 
our streets.'  

 

27 "But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away 
from me, all you evildoers!'  

 
28 "There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from east and 

west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be 

first, and first who will be last."  
 

 
Matt 20: 

 
16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last."  

 

17 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve 
disciples aside and said to them, 18 "We are going up to Jerusalem, 

and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19 and will turn 

him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On 
the third day he will be raised to life!"  

 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons 

and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.  
 

21 "What is it you want?" he asked. 
She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your 

right and the other at your left in your kingdom."  
 

22 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can 

you drink the cup I am going to drink?"  



 

"We can," they answered.  
 

23 Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at 
my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for 

whom they have been prepared by my Father."  
 

 
Mark 9:31-34 

They passed through Galilee. with no one but His disciples, "The Son 
of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill 

him, and after three days he will rise."  32 But they did not understand 
what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.  

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked 
them, "What were you arguing about on the road?"  34 But they kept 

quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the 

greatest. 
 

 
Matt 20: 

24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two 
brothers. 

 
 25 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. 

 
26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among 

you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be 
your slave— 

 

28 
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many."  
 

 

John 13:12-17 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" 

he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet , you also should wash one another's feet . 15 I have set you 
an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you 

the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these 

things, you will be blessed if you do them.  

 


