Buried Treasure
The last few weeks we have been looking at what financial freedom does not look like. In a nutshell this is it: [Video] Chase.mpg 
“How ironic that this is exactly what financial freedom does NOT look like. Today I want to look at what financial freedom does look like and why it is so important for us to understand.”
 [Video] – Chasing Daylight - McManus.mpg

What captures your imagination?
Mathew 13:44 – “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field”
Psa 119:162  “I rejoice in your promise -  like one who finds great spoil.” 

It cost him everything he had but he gained everything that Mattered_. 

 “We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition  - when infinite joy is offered us, ……...like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at sea. We are far too easily pleased.”  C.S. Lewis

Ecclesiastes 2:11

Our accumulation of things has over promised but under delivered.
 The Faith / Finance Connection
There is an inseparable link between how we handle _finances_ and our spiritual growth.

When God convinces us we___change____. When we feel guilty we just feel guilty

Rom 2:4 says that “it is God’s kindness that leads us to repentance” or causes
Returning the Tithe
[Video] - Why does God want my Money.mpg
Leviticus 27:30 "'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. 

Mal 3:8-11 - "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse — the whole nation of you — because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 

God invites us to __test_ Him and see if He will keep His promise.

The Present Joy of Giving
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

There is joy in:


Releasing Ownership
Ps 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;

Deut 8:18 Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth,


Giving, and Receiving, Grace
2 Corinthians 8:1-4  “And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.”  

2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”

It is God’s __grace______ that motivates us to give.
Begin with the End in Mind
Mathew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

We do not accumulate what we treasure as much as we treasure what we accumulate.
Col 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth

[Graphic - Your Portfolio.gif]
You can’t take it with you – but you can ___send it on ahead________________.

The greatest deterrent to giving is the illusion that __earth_____is our home.
